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Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 August 2003 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|g| This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 20-25 is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed 

6) [X] Claim(s) 20-25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) |3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 25 August 2003 is/are: a® accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
^cement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121 (d) 
1 DU The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C 5 1 19(a)-(d) or m 
a)DAII b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The preliminary amendment filed 8/25/03 has been entered. Claims 1-19 are 
cancelled. New claims 20-25 have been added; no new matter has been introduced. 

Specification 

2. The amendment to the specification noting the cross-reference to parent 
application 09/742,401 is acknowledged. The application is now issued as US 
Pat.6,656,666. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over US Pat.5326672 to Tanaka et al. 

Tanaka teaches a composite structure comprising a resist image 2a on a 
substrate 1 (e.g. fig.9). The substrate is a semiconductor substrate. 

Tanaka discloses that the process is a step in the production of semiconductor 
devices (1;6-16). This implicitly includes the steps of transferring the pattern to the 
underlying substrate layers by etching and ion-implantation. 
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Tanaka does not teach some of the process steps of the instant claims; however 
the final structure of the product-by-process claimed appears to be the same as that 
disclosed by Tanaka and seems to perform the same masking function . 

Applicant is invited to demonstrate structural differences if any or any 
unexpected properties of the claimed structure conferred by the process. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant may recall that the parent application was argued on the grounds that 
the claimed process (specifically the step of overcoating with a stabilizing film) was not 
an obvious inference from the cited references. Examiner notes that the final structure 
of the instant claims does not comprise the stabilizing film. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kripa Sagar whose telephone number is 571-272-1392. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark F Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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